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REGULATION 

EXCLUSIONS  AND  EXEMPTIONS 

FROM  SCHOOL  ATTENDANCE 

(Chronic Health Conditions) 

Identification of Students with Chronic Health Conditions 
 

Students shall be identified by a licensed health professional (podiatrist, chiropractor, medical 
doctor, naturopathic physician, osteopathic physician, physician assistant, or nurse practitioner) 
as having a chronic health condition that will affect regular school attendance. 
 

In addition, students with chronic health problems include those students who have an infant with 
a severe health problem as certified by a licensed health professional (podiatrist, chiropractor, 
medical doctor, naturopathic physician, osteopathic physician, physician assistant, or nurse 
practitioner).  The school nurse may contact the student’s licensed health professional’s office to 
verify the nature of the chronic health condition. 
  
Responsibilities in Responding to Students with Chronic Health Conditions 

 
Students identified as having a chronic health condition shall have homework made available in 
a timely manner to ensure that such students have the opportunity to successfully keep up with 
assignments and avoid losing credit because of their absence from school.  (Forms that are to be 
completed by the student, the student’s licensed health professional and the student’s 
parent/guardian follow this section in Exhibit JHD-EA and JHD-EB.)  

 
The assigned teachers shall have the responsibility to provide, in a timely manner, homework for 
students designated as having chronic health conditions.  Further, students with chronic health 
conditions shall be provided flexibility in physical education activity requirements so that they may 
participate in the regular physical education program to the extent their health permits.  Staff 
members responsible for physical education activities programs shall develop and implement 
such guidelines. 
 

Additional Regulations 
 

When a student is identified as possibly requiring services as a student with a chronic health 
condition (via registration, screening procedures, attendance data, or parent/guardian referral), a 
Medical Certification of Excessive Absence Form JHD-EB with a letter of explanation shall be 
sent to the parents/guardians to be returned within twenty (20) instructional days.  School staff 
shall meet with the parent/guardian within fifteen (15) instructional days following return of the 
Medical Certification of Excessive Absence Form. Completed Medical Certification of Excessive 
Absence forms received after the first twenty (20) instructional days of a semester may not allow 
the student to save any credits earned that semester.  (Forms that are to be completed by the 
student’s parent/guardian follow this section in Exhibit JHD-EC.) 
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The purpose of this meeting is for the teacher(s) and the parent/guardian to discuss the 
student’s needs. An instructional agreement may be recommended by the parent/guardian and 
the teacher specifying the delivery and return of homework assignments and anticipated contact 
time with the teacher to assist the student in completing required coursework during absences. 
This agreement, together with the teacher’s recommendation for appropriate instructional 
services, will be forwarded to the administration for review and modification, if necessary, prior 
to signature by the parent/guardian, teacher, and Superintendent or designee. 
  
Upon referral of a student for medical certification, the school nurse, shall be consulted to 
include any medical data in the nurse’s records (i.e., the annual report that identifies types of 
chronic illnesses monitored).  The nurse may provide information to assist teachers in dealing 
with chronic health conditions. 
  
Homework assignments will be provided during absences of students with chronic health 
conditions, and credit will be given for coursework completed within established 
timelines.  Students with chronic health conditions will be given credit for completed coursework 
if frequent absenteeism is due to chronic health conditions as certified by a licensed health 
professional. 
  
Physical education coursework requirements shall include the option for students with chronic 
health conditions to participate in regular program activities as much as their health permits.  Such 
students shall be provided integrated educational programming as much as possible.  

  
Students on chronic health status are not permitted to attend any extracurricular activities, are not 
eligible to participate in competitive school activities/practices, or attend course related internships 
if that activity/competitive event/internship falls on a day the student is absent from school for 
more than one half of the day. 
  
The counselors who schedule students with chronic health conditions will take into consideration 
the anticipated days of absence (noted on the Medical Certification of Excessive Absence Form) 
and the feasibility of completing courses requiring laboratory work or vocational workshops. 
  
The nurse will inform the Assistant Principal of Academics, student’s counselor, Dropout 
Prevention Coordinator, and other key staff of the student’s chronic illness status.  
  
On a semester basis, the Assistant Principal for Academics or designee shall review 
instructional needs of any student with a chronic health condition.  An updated medical 
certification shall be obtained for each school semester to verify the need for continuing 
instructional modifications and Average Daily Membership (ADM) adjustments, if 
applicable.  However, the student may be recertified at any time to reevaluate appropriate 
services needed. 
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